-Timothy Frye, Columbia University "Brian Taylor offers a clear-eyed account of Vladimir Putin's efforts to rebuild the power of the state in Russia in the 2000s. Taylor distinguishes between state capacity and state quality, and finds only modest improvements in state capacity under Putin and none in the degree to which the state actually serves the public interest. Focusing in particular on the coercive agencies of the state -the military, police, and security forces -Taylor shows that under Putin, they were largely ineffective in combating crime and terrorism but were often used for the purposes of political repression and intimidation. Taylor concludes that centralizing and consolidating power at the top is a very different enterprise from improving the quality of governance in a state
"The 'power ministries' of the police, the security services, and the military have been central to state building efforts in post-Soviet Russia, but have been vastly understudied. Brian Taylor's fascinating book pries open the power ministries to explore how organizational pathologies, weak oversight, and increasingly authoritarian rule undermined efforts to build state capacity in Russia. Taylor demonstrates that in many respects, the state is hardly more effective under Putin than under Yeltsin, despite Russia's return to economic growth and prominence on the international stage. With its keen attention to detail and impressive data collection, State Building in Putin's Russia is an important work that should interest Russia watchers and scholars of state building alike." -Timothy Frye, Columbia University "Brian Taylor offers a clear-eyed account of Vladimir Putin's efforts to rebuild the power of the state in Russia in the 2000s. Taylor distinguishes between state capacity and state quality, and finds only modest improvements in state capacity under Putin and none in the degree to which the state actually serves the public interest. Focusing in particular on the coercive agencies of the state -the military, police, and security forces -Taylor shows that under Putin, they were largely ineffective in combating crime and terrorism but were often used for the purposes of political repression and intimidation. Taylor concludes that centralizing and consolidating power at the top is a very different enterprise from improving the quality of governance in a state." -Thomas F. Remington, Emory University Lewis Bateman of Cambridge University Press was, yet again, a model of efficiency in shepherding this project from manuscript to book, and I thank him for his support. Others who contributed to the production process at Cambridge were Emily Spangler, Anne Lovering Rounds, and Mark Fox. I thank Kavitha Lawrence and Newgen for their management of the copyediting and production process, and Nancy Peterson for compiling the index. David Cox produced the two maps used in this book with great skill and efficiency. I also thank the two anonymous reviewers for their very helpful and detailed comments.
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